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This research has discovered the following two major findings: (1) The existence o
f an external threat is insufficient for developing a collective defense alliance. In addition to an exte
rnal threat, military contribution of two or more major powers is essential for constructing such an allia
nce. Contribution by France, West Germany and the United Kingdom was important for transforming the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) into a collective defense alliance, while the Japanese rearmament was
considered critical in the Asia-Pacific; (2) Developing safeguard measures, which prevents an ally from t
hreatenin? other allies, is another key. In particular, devising safeguard measures against reviving the
German militarism was important in Europe: The research, generalizing conditions promoting a collective de
fense alliance, contributes to the progress of alliance theories. The study also conducted comparative an
alysis of alliance systems in the Atlantic and the Pacific.
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