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WFZep RO EE (3530) @ This research revisits the issue of elected officials’ terms by
examining how the cumulative tenure of municipality mayors affects budget size and local
government consolidations. Multi—term incumbents enjoy greater rent—seeking potential
from government expenditure through learning—-by—doing. Their effort levels in budget
formulation rise with the length of service and thereby budget size tends to grow with
cumulative mayoral terms. They are also more likely to pursue mergers in which their
localities are the dominant entities. We test these hypotheses using data on
municipalities in Japan and find that long—serving mayors expand public activities and
engage in consolidations with smaller partners.
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