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The aim of my research is to grasp the actual conditions of Genkai Syuraku
(marginal hamlets) in Japan. Using data from the questionnaire survey and interviews with the elderly
people, we examine marginal hamlets theory in a paradigmatic rural mountainous area of population
decline-the Chugoku Mountains village, Hiroshima prefecture.

We find that contrary to the expectation of community disorganization implied by marginal hamlets
theory, rural community life structure is still alive. We also find a pervasive pattern of inflow of
population to rural mountainous area. Our findings have implications for accumulating analyses of the
present state of depopulated rural areas in Japan because, to some extent, an influx of rural population
to the cities of Japan may be followed by compensation of migratory current by countercurrent.
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