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Study on policy reference and drafting support in the elementary and junior high sch
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Primarily we worked on the matching of school district data and local characteris
tic data and built the school appropriate relocation plan database which enabled the policy reference anal
ysis of the conformity local government. Second we proposed the new method of supporting school relocation

plan making, and analysis to which the method is actually applied was conducted. Third focusing on the lo
cal government relocation policy pattern, we analyzed the actual situation of policy reference among the 1
ocal governments in Nagano prefecture quantitatively and clarified that the policy reference in particular
areas existed. The fourth considering a school relocation policy was drastic in South Korea, | extended a
study and analyzed the change of the placement standard in South Korea since 1980"s and a small school ac
tivation policy("Garden School™ program).

These results were published widely including a paper with the review of the international journal.
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Yukio Sadahiro, Saiko Sadahiro, A decision
support method for school relocation
planning, International journal of Urban
Sciences, vol.61, 2013, 125 141

The number of children has been
gradually decreasing in European and Asian
developed countries. Schools have to be
closed or integrated to keep a suitable
educational environment and to ensure
economic efficiency. School relocation
planning, however, is not an easy process
because it involves various sectors and
professions. Due to the diversity of
participants and ambiguity 1in plan
evaluation, it takes quite a long time to
reach a final agreement. To treat this
problem, this paper proposes a new method
of decision support for school relocation
planning. The method aims to help the
discussion of school relocation problem
from various perspectives rather than
directly suggest the candidates for the
final decision. The school relocation



problem is formulated as a capacitated set
covering problem, and its solutions are
analyzed to reveal the properties of the
school relocation problem. Numerical
measures are introduced to evaluate the
effect of desirable conditions on school
location. Schools are then divided into
subgroups where relocation problems can be
discussed independently. The method is
applied to relocation planning of
elementary schools in Chiba City, Japan.
It illustrates a concrete usage of the
method proposed and provides empirical
findings.
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Saiko Sadahiro, Present and Future of the
Educational System in Rural Area in Japan,
The Journal of Educational Administration,
vol.29, 2011, 63-74
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The paper discusses the present and future
of educational system in rural areas in
Japan in comparison with that in urban
areas 1In three aspects: 1) academic
ability of students, 2) class size, and 3)
expenditure for education. In 1964, there
was a significant difference in academic
ability between rural and urban areas.
However, there is no longer a significant
difference between rural and urban areas.
It is due to three reasons: 1) nationwide
standard for educational system, 2) own
effort of local governments, and 3) social
capital in rural areas. Rural areas,
however, is now facing a serious decrease
in population. To resolve this problem,
the paper proposes a decision support
system for school relocation planning.
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