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研究成果の概要（英文）：The grant facilitated the hosting of two discussion forums in August 8, 2011 and J
une 9, 2012, with representatives from dental schools around Japan and distinguished speakers and advisers
 in the field of medical English education. The discussions resulted in a unanimous decision to develop, a
pprove and implement, by steps, a common core curriculum for Japan's 29 dental schools. The approved core 
curriculum is based on the needs of students, teachers and schools. It encompasses basic and advanced topi
cs that will prepare dental students to become competent in dental English terminology and dentist-patient
 communication. Copies of the core curriculum were sent to Japan's 29 dental schools, the Japan Dental Ass
ociation, and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Moreover, three related 
papers were also published in international peer-reviewed journals.
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１．研究開始当初の背景 
 Globalization and demographic changes 

in Japan have created a situation in 
which future professionals have begun 
to foresee themselves as part of 
international scientific exchange and 
communication. In 1989, a curriculum 
guideline called “Course of Study” 
was developed by Japan’s Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology (MEXT). The guideline 
called for a shift from mastering 
grammar toward an emphasis on 
functional, communication-oriented 
teaching and the development of a 
student’s listening and speaking 
skills. This guideline was revised in 
1999. Then, in 2003, MEXT presented a 
national guideline, which aimed to 
improve the quality of English 
education in Japan and produce 
citizens who can function effectively 
and be competitive in global society. 
This led to higher education reforms 
among universities aiming to produce 
unique and marketable education 
programs locally and internationally. 
English became integrated into the 
curricula of different professional 
fields. This led further to the 
establishment of English for Specific 
Purposes (ESP), English for 
Occupational Purposes (EOP), and 
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 
courses in medical, paramedical, and 
technical fields in Japan.  
Dental English courses were 
eventually introduced into Japanese 
dental curricula to address the 
increasing demand for international 
scientific exchange and communication. 
Such courses are variously known in 
dental schools as Dental English, 
English for Dentistry, English for 
Dental Medicine, Eigo Shigakubu, 
Shigaku Eigo, and Shika Eigo. Since 
such courses lack standardized 
nomenclature, they will be referred to 
as dental English courses in this 
report. These courses aim to teach 
English dental terminology and 
present conversational situations 
commonly used in the field of 
dentistry. Unfortunately, not all of 
Japan’s 29 dental schools offer such 
courses. For schools that offer these 
courses, there is a disparity as to 
what it comprises, when it is offered, 
and how it is taught. In 2001, a survey 
of Japan’s 29 dental schools revealed 

a lack of information on the teaching 
of the dental English course. The 
research draws attention to the fact 
on the first survey on dental English 
conducted by Morse and Nakahara (Eur 
J Dent Educ 2001;5:168–172). The 
survey stated that dental English 
courses receive the least attention 
and reiterated the need for systematic 
discussion forums. Further 
investigations reveal that there is no 
core curriculum for the course while 
student needs have become 
increasingly in favor of them becoming 
global dentists (Rodis, TESOL Journal 
March 2010; 2(1):73-90). Moreover, a 
second survey on the status of Dental 
English in Japan’s 29 dental schools 
revealed the same results of the Morse 
study (Rodis, J Dent Educ 2013; 77(5): 
656-663). These factors appear to be 
the driving force for the need to 
procure a grant to develop a core 
curriculum for dental English. 

 
２．研究の目的 
 To develop a core curriculum for 

dental English courses in Japan’s 29 
dental schools. 

 
３．研究の方法 

Conducting surveys, discussion forums, 
seminars and workshops to determine 
the needs and develop solutions to the 
problems. 

 
４．研究成果 
 The grant facilitated the hosting of 

two discussion forums in August 8, 
2011 and June 9, 2012 including a 
workshop/seminar, in Okayama and 
Tokyo, respectively. It was attended 
by representatives from dental 

schools around Japan and 
distinguished speakers and advisers 
in the field of medical English 
education. The discussions resulted 
in a unanimous decision to develop, 
approve and implement, by steps, a 
common core curriculum for Japan's 29 
dental schools. The approved core 



curriculum is based on the needs of 
students, teachers and schools. It 
encompasses basic and advanced topics 
that will prepare dental students to 
become competent in dental English 
terminology and dentist-patient 
communication. Copies of the core 
curriculum were sent to Japan's 29 

dental schools, the Japan Dental 
Association, and the Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology. Moreover, three 
papers related to the grant have been 
published in international 
peer-reviewed journals. 
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