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Development of an intervention program for preschool-age children based on support
needs of school-age children in language/communication

Otomo, Kiyoshi
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We investigated the longitudinal development of language in children from
preschool to school-age periods and effects of language related experience at home on developmental
changes. Language skills were assessed using the Language and Communication Developmental Scale (LC
Scale) and LC Scale for School-Age Children (LCSA). Mothers answered a questionnaire on content and
richness of their speech to children, and frequency of mother-child shared-reading. The LC Index at
preschool age significantly correlated with LCSA Index at school age, and a path analysis of the data
yielded a model of language development which accounts for school-age language levels from preschool
language skills and language experience factors at home. It was suggested that developmental support
during a preschool period can be provided through improvement of a child®s language environment and, more
directly, interventions in the areas of vocabulary, grammar, and interpersonal communication.
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