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Anti-tumor effect of macrolide antibiotics on MALT lymphoma
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This study was aimed at determining whether macrolide antibiotics (MCL) have a
direct anti-tumor effect on mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT) lymphoma. Gastric and pulmonary MALT
lymphomas were immunohistochemically examined for Bcl-xL (apoptosis regulator) expression. Patients with
a good clinical course after MCL administration showed high Bcl-xL expression, whereas those with a poor
response to MCL showed no or very faint Bcl-xL expression. The results of this study suggest that the
direct anti-tumor effect of MCL on MALT lymphoma could be predicted by Bcl-xL expression.
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