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evaluation of autophagic dysfunction in the liver
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We found that autophagic dysfunction alters the expression of nuclear membrane pro
tein. Nuclear membrane proteins increased in autophagic dysfunction might be an useful biomarker to evalua
te autophagic dysfunction. On the other hand, aggregation of p62 in hepatocytes was detected in about 65%
of NAFLD correlatively to suppression of cathepsin B, D and L expression. In NAFLD patients, p62 aggregati
on was correlated with serum alanine aminotransferase value and inflammatory activity by NAS. These findin
gs indicate that the suppression of autophagic proteolysis by hepatic steatosis is involved in the pathoge

nesis of NAFLD.
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