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Role of natural killer T cells in chronic inflammation of atherogenesis
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The purpose of this study was to elucidate the role of natural killer T (NKT)
cells in chronic inflammation elicited by dyslipidemia, which result in atherosclerosis. Splenocytes from
apolipoprotein-E deficient mice, including mononuclear phagocytes and NKT cells, were cultured with
o -Galactosylceramide (a -GalCer), which specifically activates NKT cells, and significantly reduced in
the production of inflammatory c%tokines compared to those from wild-type mice, suggesting NKT cell
anergy. Splenocytes cultured with Thl or Th2 cytokines were stimulated with a -GalCer, but did not differ
in the production of inflammatory cytokines between apolipo?rotein—E deficient mice and wild-type mice.
Thus, we could not elucidate the significant role of NKT cells in chronic inflammation in the present

study.
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