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Development of early diagnostic and therapeutic methods useful for buruli ulcer cont
rol
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Buruli ulcer (BU) is a necrotizing skin disease caused by Mycobacterium ulcerans.
BU is an important emerging human disease, which mainly affects the extremities among immunocompetent indi
viduals. BU has been reported in at least 33 countries, and M. ulcerans disease is probably the third most
common mycobacterial disease after tuberculosis and leprosy. BU is categorized as a neglected tropical di
sease by the World Health Organization (WHO). It is most endemic in sub-Saharan Africa; however, it has be
en reported worldwide, including in some non-tropical areas.

Although only a few reports in Asia before, ~"M. ulcerans subsp. shinshuense™™ is proposed as a subspecies
of M. ulcerans by our reports. We have collected a total of 50 BU cases (male 17 cases, female 33 cases)
as of March 2014. We have established new PCR and specimen transporting method which is useful for BU con

trol. Moreover, we have clarified the therapeutic effect of combination therapy with 3 medicines.
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