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The effect of prophylactic preoperative endoscopic transpapillary pancreatic stentin
g on clinically significant pancreatic fistula following distal pancreatectomy
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Postoperative pancreatic fistula (PF) causes major morbidity after distal pancrea
tectomy (DP). The purpose of this prospective study is to determine whether prophylactic preoperative endo
scopic transpapillary pancreatic stenting (EPS) reduces PF formation after DP. Fifteen patients underwent
DP following EPS. Clinically significant PF (ISGPF [the International Study Group on Pancreatic Fistula] c
lassification Grade B and C) occurred in 4 (26.7%). We decided to terminate the study after internal analy
sis because our study design required 35 patients with estimated PF rate 10%.

Prophylactic preoperative EPS dose not reduce PF after DP.
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