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Impact of laminin gamma2 chain expression on the epithlial-mesenchymal transition of
tongue cancer
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Infiltration of natural killer (NK) cells and macrophages, which are major innate
immune cells, in surgically removed tumors from patients with tonsillar cancers and tongue cancers was imm
unohistochemically studied. Phagocytosis of the tumor cells by macrophages was studied by dual immunofluor
escence labeling. The number of infiltrating NK cells and macrophages was significantly increased in local
ly limited tonsillar_cancers in comparison to tongue cancers. The phagocytosis of tumor cells by macrophag
es was observed significantly more frequently in tonsillar cancers than in tongue cancers. These results 1
ndicated that the innate immune reactions were more strongly induced in locally limited tonsillar cancers
than in tongue cancers, and might therefore suppress the growth of primary tumors in palatine tonsils. The
innate immune reactions against cancers in palatine tonsils were suggested to be one of the possible etio
logies for the developing of primary-unknown cervical metastases.
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