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Rhythm Pattern Database for Teaching Intelligible Pronunciation to Japanese EFL Lear
ners
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Rhythm Pattern Database for teaching intelligible pronunciation to Japanese EFL le
arners has been created, using all the 18 junior high school English textbooks. "Rhythm pattern" shows how
many syllables a certain word has and where its primary stress comes. The database includes such informa
tion as the number of syllables, rhythm patterns, genres, corresponding katakana words and the number of t
hEir moras. According to the database, one-syllable words and two-syllable words occupy 90% of the textbo
oks.

A study is conducted to clarify how 30 English words pronounced by 26 Japanese EFL students using three
different representations of word stress influence intelligibility to the 42 listeners who are not familia
r with Japanese language and culture. The result indicates that the words pronounced by the students with

the help of "rhythm pattern™ representation have enhanced intelligibility, compared with those pronounce
d with the words without any indication of word stress.
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