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Pedagogical Effects of Accepting "Innovations® in Japanese English
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The aims of the present study are 1) to identify "innovative uses of English® in J

apanese English (as an Expanding-Circle variety),2) to analyze them from linguistic and cultural points of
view, and 3) to see if positive attitudes toward "innovations® in Japanese English help Japanese learner
s to improve their English communication skills.We statistically analyzed word clusters used in essays by
Asian learners and found that Japanese learners of English have tendencies to overuse some "modality-relat
ed expressions” such as "l think that" or "may be." We have also noticed attitudinal difference toward inn

ovations in gaﬁanese English between higher level Japanese users of English and middle or lower level lear
ners of English.
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