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Discourse analysis of "tabunka-kyousei' on education of linguistic and cultural mino
rity students
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It has been said that multicultural education will enable us to change the framew
ork of Japanese public education in order to respond in more relevant ways to linguistically and culturall
y diverse students. However, more recently, the word of'"tabunka-kyousei”(multicultural coexistence)has bee
n used more frequently than multicultural education.

This research aimed to examine the concept of 'tabunka-kyousei™ through discourse and text analysis of pa
pers and books referring to "tabunka-kyousei" regarding education of linguistic and cultural minority stud
ents in Japanese schools.Discourse and content analysis indicates us that its word has been used without c
lear definition or explanation. It also finds out that "tabunka-kyousei' emphasizes the importance to help

the minority students adapt to the Japanese schools without changing the framework of current education.
At this point, it differs very much from multicultural education which works toward changing structures of

school systems.
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