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WFZERL T DOBEZE (F30) @ A series of studies to explore natural fiber sources were carried out
for leading activation of fibrolytic rumen bacteria and concomitant improvement of main
forage digestion in ruminants. We have successfully identified that the ruminal bacterium
Fibrobacter succinogenes plays a prominent role in digestion of rice straw and this
bacterium is significantly activated by supplementing lablab bean and chickpea husks. The
following feeding experiment using sheep has revealed that 10% supplementation of each
husk to rice straw diet improves digestibility of acid detergent fiber by 3-6%. From these it
is apparent that these husks could be a booster fiber supplement in ruminants.
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