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This study analyzed medical malpractice lawsuits statistically and showed that
non-urgent cases, such as preventative treatment or cosmetic surgery, were involved significantly more
often _than urgent cases. When damages were awarded, the courts required medical practitioners to disclose
more information about adverse effects that the patient might suffer, and the natural course of the
disease with no treatment, especially for preventative treatments.

To evaluate the analysis results, medical and nursing students completed a questionnaire survey on
informed consent, as they are situated ‘ between’ patients and medical practitioners. This revealed that
persons who chose follow-up examinations, avoided invasive treatment set a haigh value on information
about the natural disease course without treatment. The concordance of the analysis and survey findings
suggests that medical practitioners should apply the results clinically.
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