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This project concerns research into the way in which the four beasts that guard th
e directions are represented in the physical landscape within divination. In East Asia, the four direction
al beasts are identified as the Black Turtle-Snake, the Vermilion Bird, the Azure Dragon and the White Tig
er. However, the earliest texts remain vague about the specific landscape features corresponding to each o
f the four. In later times, at least two coexisting traditions seem to have developed. Following one tradi
tion, emphasis lay on the presence of natural features. Another tradition, required the presence of a diff
erent natural or man-made feature for each of the four.
This project focuses on the latter tradition. Through an investigation of written sources, it traces the o
rigin and evolution of site divination, and provides a basic analysis of different textual traditions. It
also challenges the commonly held view that i1t was a divination process used to determine the location of
capital cities.
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