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Archaeolpogical Study of Metal Adoptions and Social Changes in Northeast Asia
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Traditionally the process of metal diffusion and adoptions in northeast Asia had
been considered as slow expansion of it from the center of civilization to its periphery. However, by
applying new dating method, this model has been challenged and the results support that much more quick
diffusion had been occurred. According to this change, not only the chronology of archaeological
materials, but also the process of social changes has reconstructed. It is noteworthy that the
characteristic stone weapons and ornaments that show local identities appeared in most of the area,
corresponding to the approaching of the metal culture. This phenomenon is in some part common with that
of in northwest Europe, which help us to understand the universality and diversity of metal adoption
process in prehistoric societies.
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Figure 1 The spread of bronze and distribution of major sites with bronzes.

Table 1 Chronology of metal spread and stone weapons in NE-A.
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Date Linoxi  Uitodong/Jiin - Martime iy orea Korea/Kyush West Honshu
/North Korea  region !

-
1 Early-Middie 2nd millennium BC
T Late 2nd millennium BC
I Early 1st milennium BC
IV Midde 1st milennium BC
V  Late 1st milennium BC

.mm SY: “Yue"axe SP: Spearheads  PD: Polished Daggers  KD: Knapped Daggers  HA: Halberds
iron
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