(®)
2011 2013

Response to infant stimuli and the effects of stress on it: Using attention task
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the cognitive mechanism underlying th
e expression of nurturing behavior. The field experiment revealed that the infants caught the attention of
children and older adults. Although this result was consistent with the previous studies, the followings
were not always consistent with the predictions and previous studies: the results of cognitive tasks testi
ng the role of infant stimuli as an attention catcher, the relationship between urinary oxytocin level and
performance in the attention task, the effects of infant stimuli on the attention function and on the dis
gust emotion. These results suggest that the cognitive effects of infant stimuli are not robust and univer
sal. In the feature, we should consider the age and experience with infants of participants carefully.
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