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We discovered that immunopurified BmTud complexes from BmN4 contain BmSpn-E and
Siwi. Depletion of BmSpn-E also caused Siwi to be loaded with less piRNAs than that in
naive BmN4 cells. We discovered that Siwi, in a form associated with BmSpn-E, is not
significantly loaded with mature piRNAs. Our data suggest that BmSpn-E in BmN4 might
be involved in piRNA loading to Siwi.
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