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In the formation of the modern nation-state, national literature functions as a me
ans to construct national identity and myths of national foundation. In Australia, from the 19th to the mi
d 20th century, narratives of the peaceful settlement of the "Terra Nulius™ were produced and circulated.
In the 1990s, the issue of reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians became a signi
ficant social issue and literature exploring the formation of subjectivity in the "post-nation-state era"
appeared. This study examined works by both Indigenous and non-Indigenous writers and explored how Indigen
ous people foreground their historical awareness to construct their subjectivity and allow non-Indigenous
Australians to reconsider their sense of belonging and national identity. It identified how contemporary A
ustralian literature seeks out a new horizon in "post-national literature” while attempting to construct a
n alternative subjectivity within this post-nation-state era.
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