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The present project aims to answer an important question in the psycholinguistic r
esearch: how do perceivers select an appropriate structure and interpretation of an utterance when more th
an one is available? What role does the prosodg and context (information structure) play in the process of

sentence comprehension? Further progress has been made in the present grant period on how the scope relat
ion between negation and focused adverbials is processed in different languages (English, Japanese, and Sp
anish) with an aim of unveiling how universal and/or diverse between languages the role of prosody and inf
ormation structure might be in the processing mechanism. Together with the findings reported in the L2 pro
cessing of Japanese learners of English, what has been accomplished in the present grant period will be an
important asset for the next step of this extensive project.
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a. [because IP ]

[Judy isn’t studying] [because she has a
migraine today ]

b. [because VP ]

[Judy isn’t [studying because she has a test
tomorrow ]]
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c.
(If) Judith isn’t studying because she has a
test tomorrow,
why is she reading the textbook?
v It 1s really interesting.

It has charts and figures.
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If Judith isn’t studying
because she has a test tomorrow,
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(Hemforth and Koeniczny, 2000)
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because
because(porque)
e-f
‘estaba’ be
(IND) ’estuviera’ (SUBJ)
e. [IP ]

[Jane no se compré la blusal [porque
estaba rotall
Jane not AUX buy the blouse because
be-IND ripped

f. [vP ]

[Jane no se [compré la blusa porque
estuviera baratall
Jane not AUX buy the blouse because

be-SUBJ cheap

‘Jane didn’t buy the blouse because it was
ripped/cheap.’
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John didn’t smoke when he was in

college because
2
vs.
2 because
2

because

not-when not-because

23 25

not-because
Koizumi (2009)

23

(Fs<1)

not-because



24-25 36

Proceedings (Koizumi, 2013)
not-because

( 1P
VP 524
p’s<.01)
If
Fs<1
36
64
56
2
23
because

2012, 2013)
k.
L.
m.

m
n.

26

100

(Koizumi,

(ok)

(WOI‘SG)

(WOI‘SQ)

(ok)



26 C

Yukiko Koizumi. How do advanced
learners of English understand a complex
scope ambiguity? --a case of negation and
focus construction-. Yukiko Koizumi.
IEICE Technical Report, Vol.113, No. 174.
pp.111-115, 2013

. 82
2013 2

Yukiko Koizumi. How do advanced
learners of English understand a complex
scope ambiguity? a case of negation and
focus construction. Paper presented at the
Workshop on Mental Architecture for
Processing and Learning of Language
(MAPLL) August, 2013. Osaka, Japan.

. Influence of information
structure and prosody on the processing of
scope ambiguity: The case of 'mot-because'
sentences in English and beyond. The 12th
meeting of Kansai Circle of
Psycholinguistics. 2012 1

Yukiko Koizumi. How can pragmatics and
prosody influence the processing of scope
ambiguity? The case of ‘not-because’
sentences in English. Laboratory Seminar
at the Linguistics Department of Rutgers
University. New Brunswick, NdJ, USA.
2011 9

o))
Yukiko KOIZUMI
40551536
@
®)
4)

JANET DEAN FODOR

DIANNE BRADLEY

EVA M. FERNANDEZ



