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This project aimed at answering the question if we can apply scale structures
proposed for gradable adjectives in the literature to other syntactic-semantic domains including verbal
and prepositional domains. To achieve this goal, | examined the distributions of two types of measure
phrases in English, degree adverbs both in English and Japanese, and comparative structures.

The distribution of measure phrases and degree adverbs point to a similar structure in verbal domains as
the one in gradable adjectives: some verbs accept only bare MPs, while others accept by-MPs as well, and
those that accept by-MPs coincide with the distribution of "slightly”, which is an indicator of the
minimum element on a scale. I also propose that verbs, unlike adjectives, do not lexicalize degrees, but
they are converted to a "scalar" predicate syntactically.
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The road widened more than that one did.

John walked more than Bill did.

widen
width

Levin and Rappaport
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A. MP  by-MP
dlightly
MP
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