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A study of the interface between form and meaning: with special reference to compara
tive constructions in Japanese and English
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This research aims at exploring the syntax-semantics interface, investigating subc
omparatives and (ordinary) clausal comparatives in Japanese and English. As a result, it has been found th
at these constructions have different structures, and that the interpretation of the former type of constr
uction is related with event measurement. This study has also shown the acceptability condition of these t
wo types of clausal comparatives, based on their syntactic structures and semantic representations.
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(i1)a.' Ordinary’ Clausal Comparatives (0C)
John invited more men than Bill
invited.
b. Subcomparatives (SC)
John invited more men than Bill
invited women.
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Phrasal Comparatives
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