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An Empirical Study on the Applicability of Bottom-up Language Acquisition Perspectiv
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This study aimed to reveal the effects of the core-based (or schema-based) instruc
tion based on the bottom-up language acquisition perspective.
Three classroom experiments were conducted to Kosen students, aged 15 to 18, targeting English preposition
s. Through these experiments, the two points were suggested. The first one is that the effects in unders
tanding the meaning are not significantly different whether the core schemas are presented before the exam
ple sentences or used after them. The second point is that the significant difference in understanding th
e meaning is not observed on the whole between the collaborative learning style as a bottom-up teaching ap
proach, where learners consider cores from the example sentences and the top-down teaching approach, where
the cores are presented prior to the example sentences. Collaborative learning style, however, can signi
ficantly be effective in some cases if they learn deeply through dialogues.
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