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Changes and Continuity of LDP Leadership Selection Process during the 2000s
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The leadership selection process of Japan"s LDP has experienced rapid and far-reac
hing changes during the 2000s. Not only the factions of diet members, but also the rank-and-file party me
mbers are now included as participants in the process. This research aims to explain the causal mechanism

and the effects of these changes. In conclusion, the 1994 electoral reform opened up the leadership sele

ction ﬁrocess: the importance of leader images and the LDP organizational decline under SMD system acceler
ated the transformation of the selection process. In addition, the candidates for the LDP leadership beco
me Kounger, have less experiences, and tend to be chosen from the urban constituencies as a result of thes
e changes.
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2011
1978
2001
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1978

2006
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1978 1991
1362 ** 2537 *** 2481 *** 2376 **
(5.23) (4.94) (9.09) (5.68)
049 *** 073 ** 029 ** 047 ***
(0.09) (0.11) (0.14) 0.12)
050 041 179 *  -057
(0.43) (0.40) (1.06) (0.76)
053 ** -045 * 009 021
(0.26) (023) (053) (0.35)
5590 *** 2025 * 3655 ** 5827 ***
(1195)  (1157)  (1786)  (1233)
R2 055 059 0.20 048
2001 2003
5678 *** 1757 *** 5410 *** 1432 ***
@.78) (3.78) (4.08) (3.20)
022 ** 018 ** 036 ** 034 ***
(0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.08)
-407 *** 293 ** -483 *** -221
(1.39) (1.25) (1.60) (1.48)
058 -0.30 -047 128 ***
(0.45) (042) (0.38) (0.35)
1544 3122 ** 553 3882 ***
(1055) (9.30) (8.86) (7.90)
R2 035 043 051 053
20069
4891 *** 1406 ***
(6.40) (391)
023 ** 096 ***
(0.07) (0.24)
-0.09 093
(2.29) (1.79)
-017 078 *
(053) (042)
2841 ** 5479 ***
(12.36) (9.65)
R2 025 053
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