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This study examined career women"s change in their adherence to "maternal
love™ through both quantitative and qualitative analyses. First, a scale for adherence to "maternal
love" was turned out to be broken into two factors. Next, investigation of changes in the two
factors from the prenatal to postnatal period showed that the score for "sanctification of motherly
love" increased post-partum, as first-time mothers and their discourse changed dramatically. In
addition, first-time mothers”™ narratives generated some main themes, and they changed in the
following contexts: change in their impression for adherence to "maternal love," evaluation of

themselves as mothers, and redefinitions of their careers.
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