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Generation of endocardial cushion in the atrioventricular canal (AVC) and outflow
tract (OFT) of developing heart is essential for subsequent chamber septation and
valvulogenesis. During endocardial cushion formation, only a fraction of endothelial
cells lining AVC and OFT are activated and undergo endothelial-mesenchymal
transformation (EMT). In this study, we demonstrated that Notch signaling might play
important roles in such differential cell-fate decision through its selective and
ununiform activation in endothelial cells during EMT.
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