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WFe R RO EE (3530) @ In this study, I examined the significance of the interferon signal
regulation in the maintenance of epidermal stem cells (EpSCs). As a result, we found that
the mice deficient for IRF2, which is a physiological attenuator of type—1 IFN signaling,
the number of EpSCs decreased with aging in comparison with a control mouse. Combined
with the results from lineage tracing studies, 1t was expected that the premature
differentiation of EpSCs was promoted in the environments of excessive IFN signaling.
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