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The developmental role of the SVZ-specific gene in the neocorticogenesis.
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Mammalian cerebral cortex consists of six layers. In the adult brain, upper layer neurons
are key components in the highly sophisticated neuronal networks. During the brain
development, upper layer neurons transiently develop the neuronal layer just above the
ventricular zone, which is called the subventricular zone (SVZ). In this study, we examined
the developmental role of the SVZ-specific gene and found that the SVZ is the place where
the number of neurons are tightly regulated through the caspase-dependent apoptotic

pathway.
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