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Evaluation for clinical utilization of anti-inflammatory agents in spinal cord ische
mia.
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o i We investigated whether the ischemic spinal cord injury in rabbits was reduced by
infliximab, an anti- tumor necrosis factor-alpha agent. We assigned rabbits to three groups (n=5, expect

high dose infliximab group); a control group, low dose infliximab group (5mg/kg), high dose infliximab gro
up (10mg/kg). Spinal cord ischemia was produced by occluding the abdominal aorta for 15 min. After the r

eperfusion, hindlimb motor function (score range: 4, normal to O, paraplegia) was assessed daily for 7 day
s, and then the number of normal neurons in the anterior spinal cord was counted. There were no significa

nt inter?roup differences in neurological scores. On the other hand, the numbers of normal neurons of low

dose infliximab group had significantly more than a control group. This results indicate that low dose in
fliximab(5mg/kg) may protect ischemic spinal cord injury, but clinical utilization of infliximab for spina
I cord ischemia should be discreet.

TNF-a
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