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We established an optimum condition for the cultivation of HCECs. When exposed to culture
conditions, both primate and human CECs showed two distinct phenotypes; contact-inhibited
polygonal monolayer and fibroblastic phenotypes. The use of SB431542, a selective inhibitor of the
transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-B) receptor, counteracted the fibroblastic phenotypes to the
normal contact-inhibited monolayer, and these polygonal cells maintained endothelial physiological

functions.
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