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This study aimed to develop a new assessment tool for reviewing the progress of pu
blic health nurse (PHN) support for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and their families. Spec
ific items for the assessment tool were extracted from the literature on PHN support for children with ASD

and their families and from data obtained from a group interview with nine PHNs with at least 5 years of
work experience. An assessment tool constituted of 9 main categories was eventually developed. The assessm
ent tool was mailed to 26 PHNs across Japan, who were asked to respond to its items. Data were analyzed us
ing SPSS Text Analytics for Surveys, and vaIiditK of the assessment tool was evaluated. We believe this ne
w tool constitutes a valuable contribution in enhancing the effects of for caring children with ASD and su
pporting their families.
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