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Develop a "connecting with others scale” to old adults with dementia
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Behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia are often associated with
greater functional impairment. Loss of connection is the fundamental emotional sign of persons with
dementia. Dementia patients need some sense or feelings of * connecting with others’ . The aim of this
study is to explore the experience of the feeling of “ connecting with others” using the behavioral
observation method. Four dementia patients over 65 years old were observed.

The behavior themes were clustered into a thematic category of feeling “ connecting with others” . These
included [smiling], [humorous], [eye movement for the others], and [touch own or other’ s body]. Another
behavioral theme “ not feeling connection” was based on five categories [verbal abuse and insufficient
speech and behavior in context], [not communicating with others], [uncomfortable facial expression],
[violent behavior], [following other persons (clinging vine)] and [abulia].
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