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Visual Environment Provided by Windows in Offiice Spaces: Establishment of a
Unified Evaluation Method using a New Metrics for View Quality
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TThe following results were obtained for the three objectives of this
research: 1) Regarding the evaluation structure of the visual environment provided by windows, it
was clarified through covariance structure analysis using data obtained from questionnaire surveys
for both office buildings and residential buildings that the importance of views is the first and
foremost factor for evaluating the visual environment in the spaces with windows, 2) it was
clarified through simulated office experiments that the volume of sight has the highest explanatory
power as a view index that can quantitatively evaluate views, 3) with regard to establishing a
practical and easily calculated view index and deriving a threshold value for obtaining a desirable
visual environment, a threshold value for the volume of sight (the total volume of sight of 1076.5
brings a dissatisfaction rate of 25%) was derived based on the results of measurements and
questionnaire surveys at 10 actual offices.
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