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The Chorora Formation research resulted in the discovery of new mammalian fossil
assemblages spanning 9 to 7 Ma, including fossils of a large bodied ape, supporting an
African origin of the human and African great ape clade. The Konso Formation research
clarified the emergence, subsequent development, and paleoenvironmental contexts of the
Acheulean technological complex from 1.75 Ma through 0.85 Ma. Comparative analysis of
Ardipithecus ramidus and related fossils included a new estimate of canine sexual
dimorphism and key morphofunctional evaluations of the hand and foot. Results confirmed
a lack of knuckle-walking related features in the Ar. ramidus midcarpal and metacarpal
Analyses of foot bones supported the hypothesis of Australopithecus
terrestrial adaptation.
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