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Emergence of management of forest resources and introduction of plants during the
early half of the Jomon period
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In central Japan ample existence of Castanea crenata and Toxicodendron
vernicifluum confirmed management of forest resources in the late phase of the initial Jomon period.
Although elaborate wooden artifacts were already made in this period, use of Castanea crenata for lowland
constructions or manufacture of lacquerware has not been confirmed yet, and the details of the management
of forest resources are obscure. In western Japan strict selection of basket materials indicated
existence of management of forest resources in the late phase of the initial Jomon period. Quercus gilva
thought to be an important element of forest resources in western Japan came to establish evergreen
forests around the Seto sea at around the early Jomon period. The difficulty in detecting management and
use of forest resources during the incipient to initial Jomon periods is thought to be caused by the
inundation of appropriate sites for settlement by the transgression of the sea.
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