Q)]
2012 2015

Pursuit of the Formation Processes of Ainu Ethnicity
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In this research project, we can provide a rich resource to suggest the strong
influence of the Marine Hunter-Gatherer cultural tradition in the social-cultural context into the
formation process of Ainu and their cultural traditions.

Our archaeological investigation at Hamanaka 2 site, in Rebun Island, Hokkaido, Japan, has been clearly
shown that the tradition of Sea-mammal worship tradition continuously inherited from the preceded
prehistoric culture into the historical Ainu culture.

In the field of genetics, we have got a valuable resource for further progress. So far, presented
complexity of the formation process of Ainu, we have to consider the need for the social, economic,
political aspect and influence in the formation process of ethnic identity and its variability. We would
like to continue for further accumulation and deepening of collected research resources in this project.
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