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This research aims at investigating the inter-firm division of labor of Japanese
firms and examining its implications for competitiveness. The research consists of multiple empirical
studies_that share the objectives and deal with _a variety of Japanese firms and industries, such as_the
automobile, electronics, information and communication, pharmaceutical and bio-technology, and machine
tool industries, drawing on a variety of data and methods. Overall, the research suggests that
competitive inter-firm devision of labor would involve, on one hand, "closeness" in terms of human,
financial, geographical or resource relations, and, on the other hand, "openness™ to explore various
relations widely. This implies that efforts and creative solution to deal with these two requirements,

which are seemingly contradictory to each other, would be critical for competitive management of the
inter-firm devision of labor.
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