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Comprehensive Study on the Great East Japan Earthquake and Education

Fujita, Hidenori
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Research findings of this study project are highly diversified, and accordingly
only one aspect is outlined here. Major lessons from the Great East Japan Earthquake and huge tsunami are
as follows. Its disaster-prevention measures for schools can be classified into the hard(tangible) and
the soft(intangible) aspects. As for the hard, three conditions are critical:(1)location, (2)building
constructiongat least 3 stories high with the usable rooftopg, and (3)evacuation route. As for the soft,
whether the following are appropriate or not is important:(1)hazard map, (2)disaster-prevention manual,
(3)designated refuge place, (4)cooperation among school staffs and between school and local board of
education, (5)the way of turning over children to their parents are important. Successful evacuation was
influenced by the above factors there.
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