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An Engineering Approach to Plain Japanese
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We developed a system that estimates readability of Japanese text based on
readability distribution. By using this system, we assigned one of nine readability score to every sample
in Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ), and analyzed word distribution of BCCWJ for
selecting basic vocabulary of Japanese language. In addition, we made a list of bunsetsu patterns with
case or adverbial particles, sentence-final bunsetsu patterns, and clause-final bunsetu patterns. As a
case study of controlled language, we designed a style of full-sentence definition (FSD) of Japanese

words, and defined 160 words by using the FSD.
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