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A study on public risk perception and desire for "zero risk™ after the Great East
Japan Earthquake

Murayama, Rumiko

10,800,000

2008

This study assesses public perception of risks and desire for "zero risk" after
the Great East Japan Earthquake in Japan. Face-to-face questionnaire surveys were conducted. The study
found that the changes have been made in the public opinion on the degree and possibility of harm caused
by carcinogenic pollutants in the air. However, public awareness of the risk from the carcinogenic air
pollutants has not changed significantly before and since the accident. Nearly eighty per cent of the
public though that the carcinogenic air pollutants pose a health risk to them and their families, and 75%
would accept carcinogenic risks at a level between "under one in 100,000,000" and "under one in 1,000" in
year. Only 5 % of respondents wanted "zero" for carcinogenic risk of carcinogenic pollutants in the air.
The desire of "zero risk" decreased after the accident.
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Table 1
Odds Ratio  95%Cl p-value

St 186  081-426 0.143
FHE 203014

40~507% 0.95 067-1.37 0812
FE o 1

mE BRTRE A 1.43 057-377  0.050

i
1BA GRS B 067 033-139 0285
{BAMEE TR K 1.30 0.70-2.43  0.408
{EAESIEE & 0.96 0.54-1.07  0.890
ZEEH

ErdBAERE £ 1.44 055-3.468  0.459

St @A AmE TR A 0.29
S SRR A 1.38

0.12-0.68 0.004
0.83-3.058 0.425

Hosmer Lemeshow test: p = 0.732

0.29 P = 0.004
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