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The aim of the present study is to elucidate the main topics of the typological
characteristics of the North West Caucasian languages. On the basis of my “ A Grammar of Abkhaz” (Hituzi
Syobo Publishing, 2013) and “ A Dictionary of the Bzyp Dialect of Abkhaz” , 1 compare Abkhaz with the
other North West Caucasian languages, and I conclude as follows: (1) the accentuation of Abkhaz and Ubykh
shows that the accent systems of the two languages can be explained according to the same principle, i.e.
* the accent law of Spruit’ . This indicates that the North West Caucasian proto-language is assumed to
have a tonal system; (2) in Ubykh and Circassian the polysynthesism is more declining than in Abkhaz.
This indicates that the ergative-absolutive case marking system of Ubykh-Circassian has developed
secondarily.
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Spruit
D {DD!}
a-psy’ ‘soul’, a-psa.
R {DIR}
a-bla ‘eye’, sy’-bla ‘my eye’
D!
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