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A Contrastive Study of Japanese and English on the Relation between Grammar and
Pragmatics
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This study investigated grammatico-pragmatic phenomena in Japanese and English
from the theoretical perspective of the “ three-tier model of language use,” which states that language
use consists of three tiers called “ situation construal,” *“ situation report,” and “ interpersonal
relationship,” and that languages differ as to how the three tiers are combined, according to whether
their basic egocentricity lies in the “ public self” (i.e. the speaker as the subject of communicating),
as in English, or the “ private self” (i.e. the speaker as the subject of thinking or consciousness), as
in Japanese. It was shown that grammatico—ﬁragmatic differences between Jaﬁanese and English stem
primarily from the difference in the way the three tiers are linked in each language.
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