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The Making of the Obsession with Things Victorian and Its Undoing
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Since the turn of the century, the obsession with Things Victorian has become a
modern-world cultural phenomenon found, not only in British Isles but also in Eastern Asia, including
Japan. This phenomenon is sometimes called “ Neo-Victorianism” , but it is not so easy to see that this
adaption of Things Victorian is just rooted in nostalgia for “ the good old days” of the Victorians. Why
has the Victorian period influenced such a variety of cultures in the early 21st century? The aim of this
joint research is, through a discussion between historians and sociologists, to analyze how this
obsession was made, developed and remade up to our own time, overcoming much violence in the 20th
century. One of the interesting results of our discussion is that making of so-called “ Kawaii cultures”
in contemporary Japan including “ Lolita fashion” was closely connected with the process by which this
obsession developed, morally as well as materially.
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