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Neurocognitive signature of emotion regulation in different-cultural contexts: A
cross-cultural study
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To understand children’ s emotion regulation development in cultural
contexts, we measured the LPPin 58 Japanese children (5-to-6-year-olds) to compare 59 American
children’ s previous data. They completed a Directed Reappraisal Task and EEG was recorded during
three conditions: unpleasant pictures interpreted negatively, unpleasant pictures interpreted with
reappraisal, and neutral pictures interpreted neutrally. Among Japanese children, only those in the
Parent-Scaffolding Group showed the predicted reappraisal effect. While U.S. children, those in the
Parent-Scaffolding Group and Parent-Present Group showed the reappraisal effect. Results suggest
that scaffolding helped children reappraise in both cultures, while the parents’ mere presence was
helpful for U.S. children but this effect did not find among Japanese. Findings highlight the need
for culturally sensitive and developmentally informed methods in social-affective neuroscience
studies of children’ s emotion regulation.
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