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Study on the regulation of immune responses by a novel IL-6/1L-12 family cytokine
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In the present study, we found that activated CD4+ T cells secreted pl9 and EBI3,
and that forced expression of them in cultured cells showed association of them. Moreover, injection of
expression vector of EBI3/pl9 into mice augmented IL-17 production, and trans?enic mice of EBI3/pl9
showed increased resistance to the development of autoimmune hepatitis possibly due to enhanced

roduction of IL-22. Taken together, these results suggested that EBI3/pl9 may be a novel functional
eterodimeric molecule.
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