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Provenance study of cuneiform tablets housed in Sulaimaniyah Museum and geological
survey along the Tigris River

Watanabe, Chikako
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Clay tablets were illegally excavated on a large scale at many archaeological
sites in southern lraq and smuggled out of the country in the aftermath of the lraq War. The
Iragi-Kurdish authorities confiscated and saved many of these stolen tablets, which are now housed in the
Sulaymaniyah (Slemani) Museum. Our project included chemical, physical and biological analyses of the
material used for the tablets in order to provide data concerning their original provenance. Analysis of
microfossils contained in the tablets revealed that the clay was sourced not only from river sediments
but also from clay pits. Sediment samples taken from the ancient river bed were also analysed for
comparison with the tablet clay.
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