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A study concerning optimization of the installation of tactile ground surface
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We could confirm that as of March 2015, studded paving tactile ground surface
indicators have been installed in 66 countries and regions all over the world. Indicators that are
inappropriately installed in these countries and regions were broadly divided into “ indicators that the
visually impaired persons feel as danger” , “ indicators that persons with visual impairments cannot
recognize or they feel confused” , and “ indicators that become barrier to other walking persons such as
persons using wheelchair” . Besides, not only in Japan, there were several indigenous indicators and
installation rules all over the world. Indigenous indicators or rules not only confuse persons with
visual impairments but they may also pose danger to the persons with visual impairments while walking.
Besides, the study showed the necessity to consider the installation method so that these indicators do
not become barrier in the movement of persons using wheelchairs, and elderly people.
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